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PREFACE.

ABouT the origin and primitive purposes of Prefaces, the learned may
dispute, basing their results on historical research into prefaces at large. It
is a probable opinion that the Preface was, at first, intended to inform
the reader as to what he might expect to find in the book before him. In
our own day, when nobody reads, and critics read least of all, a glance at the
Preface (only a glance) furnishes the newspaper reviewer with his two or
three inches of ‘“‘copy.” Into the actual book he very seldom dips, and the
anxious author receives, in criticism, what he has, in a Preface, himself set
forth.

If our modern critics had lived and laboured in the time of Homer, they
would have penned their reviewals thus, out of the poet’s prefaces :—

“In his rather prolix Iliad, Mr. Homer sings of the destructive anger
of Achilles, which send down to Hades many strong souls of heroes. The
origin of these sorrows to the Greeks Mr. Homer very piously assigns to the
will of Zeus. How that will was executed, Mr. lHomer narrates at no
inconsiderable length, and, doubtless, in a manner pleasing.to his friends and
relatives. For our part we prefer this author in his Hymss, or when, as in
Margites, he exposes the foibles of an unlucky townsman, only too easily
recognised. There is room, however, for all tastes, and we trust that people
interested in Mr. Homer's heroes, Achilles and Agamemnon, will be pleased
with this new study of a somewhat worn subject.”

That is the modern manner : it is not difficult. Or again,

“ The indefatigable Mr. Homer obliges the town with a new epic. His
hero is Odysseus, who, it appears, was acquainted with the mind and manners
of humanity at large. The adventures of this wanderer, in attempting to
secure his own life, and the return of his company, are narrated in hexameter
verse, and in no less than twenty-four books. Mr. Homer has a fatal
fluency, and a romantic fancy. We are not entirely certain that this work is
fitted to lie on the drawing-room table, but few, we think, will be at the
trouble to verify the justice of our surmise.”

The author, from these examples of criticism *“ as she is wrote " in our
age of popular education, may estimate the value of a preface. That I
should write a preface for Mr. Ling Roth’s admirable compilation I can only
excuse in one way: Mr. Ling Roth asked me to do so. He knows his
subject thoroughly : I only know what he tells me about the subject. As in
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his valuable work on the extinct Tasmanians, Mr. Roth has collected from
every side what is essential to a knowledge of the habits, and history, and
ethnology of the people of British Borneo. My own humble studies have been
occupied with comparisons between the manners and customs of the races
who, in various grades of culture, are generally called savages. To examine
these, and to set them beside analogous rudiments among civilised races, is
the business of anthropology. Mr. Ling Roth has chosen the task- of
collecting and assorting, out of vast and widely scattered sources, the
materials of the anthropologist. .

One turns with interest to a few examples. In Chapter V., Mr. Ling
Roth describes the ‘“ Couvade ” among the Dyaks. As we know, Dr. Murray,
the Editor of the New English Dictionary, objects to the term *‘ Couvade.”
I am not aware that he has suggested another name for the superstitions
which impede and harass a savage who is about to become a father. The
Land Dyaks, under these circumstances, must not tie anything tight.
Obviously the idea is that of sympathetic magic. The deserted Simaetha,
in the second idyll of Theocritus, ties knots against her faithless lover ; the
rite is nouer I’anguille in French, and the purpose is to prevent the victim from
continuing his infidelities. In the ballad of Willie’s Lady *‘ nine witch
““knots "’ are ‘“tied among that lady’s locks” (!) to hinder her delivery ; so the
Dyak husband, if he ties things tight, will hinder his wife’s parturition. His
food is regulated, as hers would be, by virtue of the doctrine of sympathy
between him and her. Of such sympathy the Psychical Society has published
a striking example. A gentleman, boating on Ullswater, was smitten on the
mouth by the boom of the sail. At the same moment his wife, in bed, was
similarly affected, as if by a blow on the mouth. If this kind of telepathy
was at one time common in early human experience, the Couvade would be a
salutary institution. But it seems, on the whole, more probable that it is the
result of a mere imaginative theory of sympathy, the basis of all sympathetic
magic. Sir Kenelm Digby, anointed not the wound, but the sword that
dealt the wound, with sympathetic powder, and with favourable results. The
Couvade rests on a similar hypothesis. Man, woman, and unborn or new
born babe, are all in a concatenation accordingly, and must put up with the
same treatment and taboos. .

As to marriage the Dyaks appear to have ideas very like those of rural
Scotland, perhaps of rural people generally. The chief interest to the student
is in the forbidden degrees. Many persons of liberal ideas will regret to hear
that a Dyak may not marry his Deceased Wife’s Sister, a compliment to the
lady’s family which a free-born Briton is also prevented from paying. The Sea
Dyaks are said to be more fertile, because they have more prohibited degrees.
Cousins are, as a Tule, barren, and the origin of this kind of exogamy is
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just what we seem unlikely to discover. The widest and earliest prohibition
seems to be refusal of leave to marry within the Totem kindred ; the rest of
the rules of prohibited degrees are gradual modifications of this, the origin of
which is unknown. Mr. MacLennan, who first introduced these questions of
science, had his own hypothesis, for which his Studies in Ancient History
(Second Series), may be consulted. Westermarck criticises MacLennan,
Lubbock, and others, deciding that the cause of repugnance to marriage with
near kin is an instinct ! * But the earliest and widest form of the prohibition
merely taboos marriage between persons akin in the bond of Totem union.
Thus a man might make love to his half-sister, by the father’s side, and instinct
would have nothing to say. Yet he would flee the embraces of a woman of
his own Totem, no way related to him, and be a Joseph as Falstaff was a
coward, “on instinct.” To introduce instinct here is like appealing to innate
ideas. Unluckily the customs of Borneo, as far as Mr. Ling Roth knows, fail
to illustrate this topic. Even of Totemism (so widely spread either in actual
customary law, or in various forms of survival), he scarcely discovers a trace
in Borneo. A Bornean Sea Dyak may not marry his first cousin, and he does
not know why! The act is not a crime, but a sin, supernaturally punished
by the blasting of his neighbours’ fields. However, like Orestes when he
killed his mother, the Dyak who marries his first cousin may try the off-
" chance of being purified in the blood of pigs. (p. 123). The penalty for
marriage within forbidden degrees is occasionally secular, more frequently,
or more notably, Heaven punishes the sins, in the usual indiscriminate way,
Divom injuriae, dis curae. (p. 122). But why are such marriages sins? In
my opinion they were originally breaches of the Totem taboo, just as killing
a beast or bird of the Totem kind was, and they were punished by the
offended nature of things. As Totemism died out, the sense of sin remained :
the Church punished Incest. But it seems very 'plain to me that there is still
much to be learned about Bornean prohibited degrees. The writers quoted
by Mr Ling Roth were not, or not usually, anthropologists who knew what to
look for. And the worst of it is, that inquirers who know what to look for,
are only too likely to find it, whether it is there or not. This is the dilemma
of anthropological evidence. When a totally unprejudiced observer, like my
own kinsman, Mr. Gideon Scott Lang, found Totemism and exogamy in
Australia, before the very words were invented, then we feel safe. But if any
anthropologist now discovers these institutions in Borneo, he must look to be
suspected of reading his knowledge into the actual facts.

The disposal of the dead shows great variety, and does not, so far, favour
the idea that stones were originally worshipped as grave stones; memorials
of, and inspired by, the spirits of the deceased.

* History of Human Marriage. Second edition. p. 319.

—_— ——_——
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T In Religion, we find the usual absurdities of European observers. Mr.

* Chalmers thinks the Dyaks ‘have none worthy of the name,” a remark
purely illustrative of Mr. Chalmers’ notions of the connotation of the name.
There is a creator, Tupa—a Blacksmith. He is like the Finnish Ilmarinen,
who forged ¢ the iron vault of mother heaven.” The very name is borrowed
from the Malay, and the God is described exactly as God must be described,
and yet the Dyaks ‘‘have no religion worthy of the name.” The whole
arrangement of four heavenly Rajahs is made on the usual departmental
lines of Polytheism. Mr. Chalmers knew an intelligent Dyak who described
the four Rajahs as mere aspects, or powers, or names of one God. (p. 165).
Polytheism is becoming monotheism, perhaps, under Islamite or European
influences. The same phenomenon is found in old Aztec speculation.

Archdeacon Perham’s papers are of more scientific character. (p. 168).
The best sources are traditional hymns, as among the Maoris—Vedas, in fact.
The Petara answer well enough to the Elokin; they are divine beings, and
any Dyak who likes can assume the position of a Jehovist, and recognise gods
all as aspects of, or names for One God. The Hymns (Pengap) appear very

{ beautiful to me, though the Archdeacon finds the style odd and ludicrous.
The hymn of Ini Andau contains excellent morality: ‘ All alike be clean of
heart.”” [Ethics and the dread and love of the divine are blended ; morals are
penetrated by emotion, and there is Religion. The ““ spirits”’ are of the usual
sort, good or bad, forest haunting, or household brownies. There is little of
novelty in the medicine practice. Apparently (pp. 269 and 273), * scrying,”
or crystal gazing, is in use. The men-women (p. 270) were common among
the North American Indians. The manangs or pow-wows, or whatever name
medicine-men prefer, like their counterparts elsewhere, aim at becoming
ecstatic. We hear of no hypnotism or clairvoyance worth mentioning, yet I
doubt not that such things exist, in fact or fancy, among the Dyaks. The
magic of the Maoris and many other races, if it is found in Borneo, has not
here been chronicled. I find no reference to rapping and writing house-
spirits, mentioned by Mr. Tylor, as current in Dutch Bornean belief.

With time, and space, any student of anthropology mnight comment on
every department of Mr. Ling Roth’s valuable compilation. It is a mine
from which everybody can draw, in accordance with his needs. Every
department of life and thought is illustrated. But each student of the book
can supply his commentary for himself, and I have only touched on a few of
the topics most interesting to myself. It is probable that anthropologists in
Borneo will yet make many additions to the present state of our knowledge.

ANDREW LANG.
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opportunities of studying the Dyak and Kayan races inhabiting the banks of
this noble river, but he had also experience of many other parts of the
territory of the Raja of Sarawak, and his death was much regretted by their
Highnesses the Raja and Ranee of Sarawak and by all the native tribes with
whom he had so long been in close contact.” These notes were worked up
and a fair portion of them published in the Journal of the Anthropological
Institute, but while doing this I was much hampered by the want of a general
work dealing with the subject. I therefore determined to prepare such a
work, which was not intended to be a comparative study, and this is the
book now placed before the reader. In the course of the investigations
I found that some of Mr. Brooke Low’s notes had been taken verbatim from
other books and from some of the missionary publications—especially from
those by the Rev. W. Crossland—and on going back to Mr. Low’s MSS. I
found I had in transcribing omitted to notice inverted commas and other
signs indicating that these were not original. This is mentioned in fairness
to both parties, but I was glad to find that such an authority as Mr. Low
evidently regarded missionary knowledge as worthy of consideration.

Originally it was intended to limit the work to Sarawak only, but coming
across several little known papers about British North Borneo it was deemed
advisable to include that portion of Borneo—this change of plan will account
for some anomalies. To give English speaking readers a general idea of
what the people are like in other parts of Borneo, various foot notes extracted
from Dutch authors where such seemed suitable, have been inserted, and
these have been supplemented by an appendix containing a complete transla-
tion of Dr. Schwaner’s excellent ethnological notes. It was intended also to
publish Mr. Carl Hupé’s notes, as these describe the people of another part
of the country (Pontianak and its neighbourhood); unfortunately, after the
translation was made, space did not permit of its being printed.

The spelling of the native names has been a stumbling block, but as the
Ven. Archd. Perham has explained this difficulty it need not be repeated here.
As for myself, I have endeavoured to adhere to one system, but I now see
that I have not always succeeded; in all extracts the spelling of the respective
authors has been strictly adhered to. All travellers’ statements are given as
much as possible in their own words: condensing has been resorted to
only in exceptional cases. This method has, however, the slight disadvantage
of occasional repetitions. In the general grouping of the facts it has not
always been possible to include all that belongs to the group, but an attempt
has been made to overcome this difficulty by means of the Index.

The reader is especially requested to remember that in almost every river
basin, or even on individual tributaries, the customs of the natives are
not the same; this fact will help to explain what might possibly otherwise
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look like contradictions. It is also well to bear in mind that large as this
book has grown it is by no manner of means complete, great as was my idea
to make it such when I first contemplated the work. I wish also to point
out that when a negative statement is made about a custom in one district it
is not intended to refer to other than that district, and at the same time
it does not mean the contrary elsewhere. Occasionally, too, where different
tribes are in close neighbourship, travellers in their narratives run on without
stating to which tribes their remarks apply, and hence confusion ; thus, for
example, by Lundu the Sibuyau are often meant, and so on.

While thus endeavouring to make the work complete in every way, I
am very conscious of omissions and errors; for instance, little is said on the
great ethnological questions of origin, totems, and relationships. This incom-
pleteness is due to the fact that the work has been prepared in my evening
leisure far away from any easily accessible centre of scientific research, but
‘“Residents” and settlers in Borneo will see at a glance what is wanting,
and I hope they will continue to give us the benefit of their valuable
observations.

It will be seen a large number of illustrations are taken from private
collections, which are essentially collections containing objects from British
and not from other parts of Borneo. As the book only professes to treat of
the natives under British jurisdiction, for purposes of illustration the home
collections were exhausted first ; but where there is reference in the text to
articles of which it was not possible to obtain illustrations at home, by the
courtesy of my Dutch friends at Leiden and Amsterdam such articles have
been reproduced from the two ethnographical Museums in those cities.
In the older collections there is always the difficulty as to the origin of
an article; this has been remedied where possible, but if the reader notices an
illustration of an article which is said to have come from one district while he
knows it must have come from elsewhere, he is kindly requested to bear this
difficulty in mind. It may happen in the course of trade that an article gets
carried right across the country,and is obtained by a ‘' Resident” or trustworthy
collector from a tribe who did not make it, but to whose ability in manufacture
it is naturally attributed ; or it may be a native copy. Then, again, owing to the
great mixture of peoples throughout the Malay Archipelago, the natives have
frequently adopted foreign articles. I have been shown a knife the design of
which may have been derived from Northern India; there are musical instru-
ments copied from the Javanese ; as Professor Hein has shewn, the shield orna-
mentation is of Chinese origin; some of the raised timber tombs look like
Shinto shrines; the custom on the west coast of immuring young girls comes
from an eastern or Chinese source ; other Chinese, Hindu, Javanese, Sulu, and
Malay influences are found dominant in various parts of the island. The
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great variety of methods of obtaining fire is in itself a proof of great mixture.
With such contact, and the central position held by Borneo, anything
approaching purity of origin or custom cannot be hoped for.

The objects illustrated are to be found in the British Museum; the
Museum of Science and Art, Edinburgh; the Royal College of Science,
Dublin; the Pitt-Rivers Museum at Oxford; the Museum of the Royal College
of Surgeons; Brooke Low collection at Kuching, Sarawak ; the collectionlof
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SKETCH MAP TO SHOW GENERAL SURROUNDINGS OF BORNEO.

Mr. Charles Hose (Resident on the Baram River) at Roydon Rectory, Diss,
Norfolk; the small collection of the Rev. W. Crossland, formerly S.P.G.
missionary to the Undups, at Ridlington, North. Walsham, Norfolk; the
collection of the Rev. F. W. Leggatt, S.P.G. Missionary on the Skaran River,
since presented to the British Museum; the collection of Mr. Cuthbert E.
Peek at Rousden, Lyme Regis, Dorset, collected by Mr. Hose ; the collections
of the State Ethnographical Museum at Leiden, and the collection in the
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Museum of the Zoological Gardens at Amsterdam. The photographs of the
natives are mostly from the collections of Sir Hugh Low, G.C.M.G., and
of Mr. Crossland. The original line illustrations are from the pen of Mr.
Charles Pratorius (of the British Museum), my sister (Mrs. Kingdon Ellis),
and Mr. R. Raar (of Leiden). I am much indebted for assistance in obtaining
the illustrations to Sir A. Wollaston Franks, K.C.B., to Mr. Charles H. Read,
F.S.A., to Mr. Walter Clarke, Science and Art Museum, Edinburgh ; to Mr.
Henry Balfour, M.A., and to Prof. C. Stewart; to the above-mentioned owners
of collections ; to Dr. Serrurier, Mr. J. D. E. Schmeltz and Mr. C. W. Pleyte
W2zn. It has not always been possible to place the illustrations by the printed
matter referring to them; in some measure this objection has been overcome
by indicating the page where the illustration may be found. Mr. Burbidge
(author of ““ The Gardens of the Sun ") has helped me in many ways. Iam
indebted for countenance' to His Highness the Rajah of Sarawak (Sir Charles
Brooke, G.C.M.G.); to Her Highness the Ranee (Lady Brooke) for several illus-
trations, and to Mr. F. R. O. Maxwell, the late Chief Magistrate of the Raj,
for valuable help in the chapter on the various tribes of the country; to Mr.
Biddulph Martin, M.P., Chairman of, Mr. W. C. Cowie, Director of, and to
other officials of, the British North Borneo Co., for various courtesies ; and not
least to Mr. W. M. Crocker, Mr. Maxwell’s predecessor in Sarawak, and
late Governor of British North Borneo. Mr. John Murray, Messrs. Kegan
Paul & Co., Sir Spencer St. John (H.M. Minister at Stockholm) have given
me permission to reproduce—the former illustrations, and the latter his
vocabularies. The Ven. Archdeacon Perham has been kind enough to allow
the reproduction of his valuable papers.

In the course of the work I have become further indebted to my old
friend Prof. Tylor, to whom I tender my heartiest thanks. Similar thanks
are also due to Mr. Lang, who is no new friend to me where anthropology
comes in. Finally, as those who have helped most are generally mentioned
last, the assistance given me by my Wife must not be forgotten. She has at
all times been ready to make my task an easier one than it would have been
without her.

II.

Borneo is a large island in the Malay Archipelago, 270,000 square miles
in extent (about the size of Germany and Poland together) and is situated on
the equator, between 8> N.and 4° S. lat. and 109° and 119° E. long. The Raj
of Sarawak is situated on the north-west coast, and may be roughly estimated
as comprising some 50,000 square miles ; British North Borneo is situated on
the cap of the island, and comprises about 31,000 square miles. Both
countries are well watered, but British North Borneo has the better natural
harbours. The first British settlement in Borneo was not made in any of the
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present British dependencies, but at Bangermassin, in 1706, about 100 years
after the first British visit. However, in 1756, Alex. Dalyrmple obtained
possession of Balambang—an island, now included in the British North
Borneo Company’s territory. The State of British North Borneo was founded
in 1877 by Baron Overbeck and Sir Alfred Dent, and if its history has not
been such a romantic one as that of Sarawak, it has at least introduced
orderly trade where previously robbery and murder and worse were the order
of the day. Being a mercantile company, it is naturally not so much
concerned as the Sarawak Government in the welfare of .the natives; but the
ethnologist looks trustfully to its fair dealing with the natives when he
remembers its first official’s care in succouring the hard pressed Buludupies
on the Segaliud River. Indeed every praise is due to Mr. W. B. Pryer for
the able way in which he has throughout his career managed the natives
without spilling blood.

Sarawak seems to have first become known through Bruni traders
who were carrying a piece of antimony to Singapore,-where the ore fell
into the hands of some Englishmen, with the result that a trade sprang up
between Sarawak and the British settlement. That Bruni, together with
Sarawak, and, in fact, the whole of north-west and north Borneo, should fall

under the control of Europeans sooner or later was inevitable. British trade

was expanding, and in its expansion it was hampered by the pirates. These
pirates were supported by the Sultan of Bruni. A young Englishman,
hearing of the troubles, was led to visit the Sultan, or rather the littoral under
his foul government. At Sarawak, Sir (then Mr.) James Brooke found the
natives in open rebellion against their nominal but impotent ruler, Muda Has-
sein, the only humane man in the country, who was afterwards treacherously
murdered by his over-lord the Sultan of Bruni. Sir James Brooke patched up
a peace between the Rajah and the natives, obtained a cession of part of the
country, and so became a Rajah himself, and such a Rajah as the world had
never seen before nor will again. In the words of Mr. Alfred Russel Wallace,
“Sir James Brooke found the Dyaks oppressed and ground down by the
most cruel tyranny. They were cheated by Malay traders, and robbed by the
Malay chiefs. Their wives and children were often captured and sold into
slavery, and hostile tribes purchased permission from their cruel rulers to
plunder, enslave and murder them. Anything like justice or redress for these
injuries was utterly unattainable. From the time Sir James obtained
possession of the country, all this was stopped. Equal justice was awarded
to Malay, Chinaman and Dyak. The remorseless pirates from the rivers
farther east were punished, aud finally shut up within their own territories,
and the Dyak, for the first time, could sleep in peace. His wife and children
were now safe from slavery; his house was no longer burnt over his head;
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his crops and his fruits were now his own, to sell or consume as he pleased.
And the unknown stranger who had done all this for them, and asked for
nothing in return, what could he be? How was it possible for them to
realise his motives? Was it not natural that they should refuse to believe he
was a man? for of pure benevolence combined with great power, they had
had no experience among men. They naturally concluded that he was a
superior being, come down upon earth to confer blessings on the afflicted.
In many villages where he had not been seen, I was asked questions about
him. Was he not as old as the mountains? Could he not bring the dead to
life? And they firmly believe that he can givesthem good harvests, and make
their fruit trees bear an abundant crop.

““In forming a proper estimate of Sir James Brooke's government, it must
ever be remembered that he held Sarawak solely by the goodwill of the native
inhabitants. He had to deal with two races, one of whom, the Mahometan
Malays, looked upon the other race, the Dyaks, as savages and slaves, only
fit to be robbed and plundered. He has effectually protected the Dyaks, and
has invariably treated them as, in his sight, equal to the Malays; and yet he
has secured the affection and goodwill of both. Notwithstanding the religious
prejudices of Mahometans, he has induced them to modify many of their
worst laws and customs, and to assimilate their criminal code to that of the
civilized world. That his government still continues, after twenty-seven
years—notwithstanding his frequent absences from ill-health, notwithstanding
conspiracies of Malay chiefs, and insurrections of Chinese gold diggers, all
of which have been overcome by the support of the native population, and
notwithstanding financial, political, and domestic troubles—is due, I believe,
solely to the many admirable qualities which Sir James Brooke possessed,
and especially to his having convinced the native population, by every action
of his life, that he ruled them, not for his own advantage, but for their good.

“ Since these lines were written, his noble spirit has passed away. But
though, by those who knew him not, he may be sneered at as an enthusiast
adventurer, or abused as a hard-hearted despot, the universal testimony of
every one who came in contact with him in his adopted country, whether
European, Malay, or Dyak, will be, that Rajah Brooke was a great, a wise,
and a good ruler—a true and faithful friend—a man to be admired for his
talents, respected for his honesty and courage, and loved for his genuine
hospitality, his kindness of disposition, and his tenderness of heart.”
(i. 144-147.)

The people thus succoured from every form of oppression which the
selfishness or self-gratification of mankind could invent—were what are known
as the Land Dyaks of Sarawak. Long ages of oppression by a kindred
race, more cunning but not much more civilised, had burnt deeply into their
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character, and to Europeans, in consequence of the very faults which
oppression has fostered if not engendered, they do not offer that wide field
for sympathy to which they are entitled, and which they fully received from
Sir James Brooke and still receive from his successor.

But while the pirates, Malay, Lanun, Baju, or others could be and
were dispersed, and their incursions put a stop to, there were other tribes
on the rivers and far inland whose expeditions, aptly described as head-
hunting, had to be put a stop to. There were the so-called Sea Dyaks
and the Kayans—the former a brave set of robbers, the latter a robbing
set of blusterers. There was no security in the neighbourhood of these
tribes, nor was there always security a long way off them. It was the work
of the present Rajah, His Highness Sir Charles Brooke (a maternal nephew
of Sir James), to continue the final suppression of these disastrous raids.
Endowed with an exce]lent constitution, an indomitable will, an amount of
pluck which determined success to an extent that must often have astonished
himself, and a practical turn of mind, he has bit by bit not conquered the
country but brought it into a reasonable condition of security. People sitting
at home in a cosy house can form no idea of the desperate isolation of a
‘““resident ” (governor of a district) white man alone with a few followers
whose trustworthiness has in many cases yet to be tried, surrounded by an
impulsive set of savages whose education seems to have taught them to obtain
by the easiest and safest means possible the head of every strange undefended
human being who crosses their path. The present Rajah was one among
many pioneers of such fearless ‘ residents,” but they were not all as successful
as he was, as witness the sad but not unavenged fate of Messrs. Steele and
Fox. '

The government of Sarawak is an absolute monarchy, which His
Highness governs as heir of his uncle, Sir James Brooke. He writes: ‘“I am
assisted by a Council of six, composed of the two chief European residents
and four natives, nominated by myself from the leading natives of the district.
Besides this supreme Council there is a General Council of about fifty, in
which the leading European and native residents of the various districts have
seats. This Council meets once every three years, or oftener if required.
Sarawak is divided for administrative purposes into eight districts, corre-
sponding to the number of principal river basins in the country. There are
three chief districts presided over by European officers, who have power to
call upon the natives for military service. In each district the European
officers are assisted by native officials, who administer justice among the
diverse races living in Sarawak. I am frequently asked what law they
administer. I think the true answer is, the law of common sense, based, of
course, on English law, with a good deal of native and Mussulman customs.
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We do not worry the natives by any unnecessary changes, and there is a
great absence of red tape and precise rules and regulations. But we keep
steady pressure directed towards the discouragement of cruel or debasing
practices.”” The extraordinary feature of the whole system is that the
government is carried on by so little force. Nevertheless a firm government
will always be required on account of the tendency of the natives to revert
to the head hunting customs of their ancestors, a tendency which it may
be expected tradition will long help to keep up. It is not so very long ago
that a subdued chief said that he obeyed simply because he had met his
master, but he should try the next Rajah!

On the general question of an alien power interfering with cherished
although evil custom Sir Charles Brooke’s remarks are worthy of a hearing.
He says Europeans should ponder, *“ when they hear of black men murdering
whites. I wish in no way to justify such criminal acts; but my belief is,
that in very many cases a little more care and patience might avert them.
‘Steamers and soldiers are not pleasant spectacles entering the heart of a land
which the inhabitants have hitherto believed was specially bequeathed to
them by their deity, and reserved for their purposes and habitation, and not
to be delivered up to strangers more powerful than themselves. Such is the
case—such has been, and no doubt will be, the case to the end; the strong
domineer over the weak, and the weak revenge themselves upon the strong
in cringing askance, and cutting throats. The question is whether sufficient
steps for conciliation are taken, and what hope is offered to the original
inhabitants when they surrender their rights and privileges to more powerful
rulers. Can they be raised to the condition of Europeans? and are there
any inducements offered and desires shown by the educated to stimulate the
aborigines to attain a higher stage of civilisation ?” (ii. 75.)

Nothing is so demoralising as a general collapse of all previously held
notions, and such a collapse takes place whenever Europeans come in contact
with natives for the first time. Can anything be more pathetic than the
statement of the dying chief, who, when asked why he declined baptism, with
a view to going to the Christian’s heaven instead of to his own Hades,
replied he would like well “but for one thing. Three of my children died
after they were grown up, and I want to go to them.” Is it civilisation to
upset such convictions ?

The key note to the success of the Government is to be found in His
Highness' “ Hints to Young Officers on Out Stations,” where it is pointed
out that the natives are notf inferior to Europeans, but different.

Regarding the future of the people under Sarawak rule a few words may
be said. That the cross between ‘‘ the Chinese and Dyaks is a fair sample of
the improvement in both races ” would only be expected, but as regards the
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natives amongst themselves there has not been that progress which had been
hoped for. The Land Dyaks had been too far oppressed when Sir James Brooke
came to the rescue for them to recover their manliness and independence, so
to succeed and multiply, and we may not be far wrong in holding the opinion
that many generations of them cannot survive. The Sea Dyaks may be said
to be just about holding their own ; like the Land Dyaks they are hard
pushed by the Malays and the Chinese, nevertheless there is considerable
hope for them, as in their cultivation they have shown themselves capable of
adopting improvements. The Milanaus, having a settled industry, sago, are
increasing. Of the Kayans it is, perhaps, a little too early to speak. They
are a people who certainly possess abilities to cope with the difficulties of
their more peaceful future, but they appear to be wanting in the sterling
qualities, loyalty and truthfulness, which characterise the Sea Dyaks. The
Muruts appear to be a more difficult people to deal with, being from all
accounts more brutalised than the other natives, even than the roving house-
less Punans, but in the Raj of Sarawak they have an excellent painstaking
Resident in Mr. O. F. Ricketts, who hitherto has been able, following
the Brookes’ best traditions, to keep them in order without recourse to
bloodshed. British North Borneo has been less fortunate with the Muruts.
The Dusuns are by many considered to have much Chinese blood: whether
this be so or not, they are superior agriculturists and of a more settled
disposition, and not given to head hunting in anything like the same degree
as the Sea Dyaks. They are likely to survive. That the people are already
leading a better life is sufficiently proved by the comparatively little trouble
they give the Residents or Governors, and it is no small credit to the
Governors that this should be so.

Suru KNIFE AND SHEATH FROM BORNEO,
(Brit, Mus.)
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CHAPTER 1.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION.

A.—SARAWAK: General position—Mr. Maxwell's Arrangement—Malays and Milanaus on the
coast. LAND Dyaks and their divisions—Alleged descendants from Pegu—Connection between
the Milikins and the Sea Dyaks—Lara in-breeding and extinction—Wanderings of the
Sennahs—Tradition as to descent of the Sauhs—Branches of the Sarawak river—Land Dyak
physique and language. SBA Dvaks and their settlements—Footing on the Muka and Oya
rivers—Scattering of the Sibuyaus - Ul Ayers in the Maloh country—Migrations of Rejang

- tribes—General characteristics of Sea Dyaks. MiLaNaus: Their wide range and connections.
Kavans: Their range and tribes —Migrations of Kayans and Kenniahs. Punans: Nomadic
peoples—Characteristics. Bakatans: Nomadic peoples - Characteristics. Tatu-ing—Attempts
at Agriculture—The real Aborigines—Not cannibals—Physique—Kayan physique. MuRruTs.
Uxkirs: Their connection with Bakatans and Punans. MuruTs: General characteristics.

. Bisayans: Characteristics.

B.—BriTisH NorRTH BOorRNEO: General Population—DoomMpas BuLupupis. ERAANS. SABAHANS.
Dusuns: General Position—Characteristics—Chinese affinities - Misuse of the word Dyak.
TaGcaas. Kiaus. S1puLOTES. SaGHAls. LaNUNs from Phillipines —Pirates—Independence.
Bajaus from Malacca —Wandering sea-people - Quarrelsomeness—Buildings— Cock-fighting—
Fishermen — Unthriftiness—Not Sulus—Petty pilferers—* Stain their bodies with blue."
BaLIGINI. ORaN TADONG.

C.—Mr. Hose's list of tribes in Borneo.
A. SARAWAK.

THE peoples inhabiting the Raj of Sarawak are Land Dyaks, Sea Dyaks,
Milanaus, Kayans, Muruts, Ukits, Bisayans, Malays, and Chinese. With the
Chinese and with the Malays the present work has nothing to do.

I am indebted to Mr. F. R. O. Maxwell, formerly Chief Resident, for
the following general account of the natives, their divisions and settle-
ments :—

“ The Malays occupy the fringe of coast-land from the Dutch frontier,
Tanjong Datu, northwards into the British North Borneo Company’s territory.
The coast-line between the Rejang river and the Tutong river is the original
habitat of the Milanaus (they are now mostly restricted between the Bruit
and the Bintulu), but this does not imply there are no Malays there. 'When
this coast was under Brunei rule it was inhabited by Malays, but mostly by
Malays appointed by the Sultan to squeeze the Milanaus and traders to buy and
otherwise acquire sago; but the main and real population were Milanaus. In
the same way there are Malay villages sixty or seventy miles up some of
the rivers, and the Dyaks are always complaining of the Malays encroaching
on their lands.
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